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Dear Fellow Citizen:

Hello.  I hope this Capital Letter finds you
and your family safe.

It’s late October as I draft this note.  Ameri-
cans — people and their families all over the
world, in fact — still grieve for the lives that
were lost in the September terrorist assault
on our country.  We are now starting to
come to grips with the economic and social
ramifications of this mindless terrorism.
This is happening at the federal and state
level, as well as here in Vancouver and
Clark County.

Men and women in our armed forces are
putting their lives on the line in the cause
of justice and freedom.  Meantime, people
here are no different than anyone else
around our state and nation.  Urban fami-
lies, suburban families, and farm families,
too, are united in the support for our
country — and in the hope of a just peace
for our world.

In a few months, the 2002 Legislative Ses-
sion will begin a 60-day meeting.  Today,
I’m sharing this edition of Capital Letter to
briefly preview three directions — three
themes — I want the Legislature to em-
brace: economic opportunity, secure com-
munity, and dependable mobility.

As always, I ask that you stay in touch.
Ann Tjersland, my assistant, and I look for-
ward to your letters, e-mails, and phone
calls.  Because decisions I make in Olympia
are based on opinions you hold in
Vancouver, I want to keep our lines of com-
munication open.  Always.

Respectfully,

Bill Fromhold
State Representative
49th Legislative District

Planning for tomorrow.  Ensuring a safe and healthy
tomorrow — a healthy business climate and economic
opportunity for every citizen and family — is all about
planning.

No less than a family, neighborhood or town, our state
should invest in planning for tomorrow.  All across our na-
tion right now, families and businesses are facing difficult
times.  These are times that no one could have predicted
just a year or so ago.  (Clark County’s unemployment rate
in September was 6.9 percent — compared with 4.1 percent
last year.  The state’s current unemployment rate is 5.6 per-
cent, and 4.9 percent is the national figure.)  Even the
economy in high-tech regions is sluggish at best — and
rock-bottom in all-too-many homes.

My work in the upcoming legislative session will fo-
cus on these objectives:

■ Competitiveness.  Whether it’s a firm or a farm,
workers and their companies in Clark County
and in other regions of Washington are known
for world-class products.  Our mission is to ex-
pand this reputation.

■ Training.  Young people just starting out, as
well as seasoned and displaced workers seeking
new opportunities would like a realistic prospect
of achieving their dreams.  We must make sure
that our citizens have a chance to obtain family-
wage jobs.

■ Government-responsiveness.  State agencies
should be a partner with — not an adversary of
— businesses.  And that partnership should go
every bit as much for private citizens, too.
Whether you’re a businessperson or a home-
owner, you shouldn’t have to confront a morass
of paperwork to get your job done.

■ Trade and transportation.  It’s not an accident
that I tied these two subjects together.  Washing-
ton businesses — farms and forests, as well as
the newer industries in suburban and urban re-
gions — depend on a solid system of roads,
highways and bridges to move their products to
Pacific Rim and other trading partners.
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Ports and airports are pivotal in our efforts
to keep Washington goods and products
present in other people’s markets.

■ Water.  Everyone understands how impor-
tant water is for a farm.  Well, it’s just as im-
portant for other businesses.  Farmers all
over our state for several years have been
facing a water-shortage.  And now, other
citizens are beginning to see why the Legis-
lature has a lot of work to do in building a
more stable water supply.

People shouldn’t have to live in fear.

You shouldn’t have to be worried when you send
your kids to school or when you go to work. You
shouldn’t have to be wondering what violence or
other new outrage is next.  That’s no kind of life.

And this freedom from fear that we call an Ameri-
can right is about more than our physical safety, and
our kids’ physical safety.  It goes beyond our direct
well-being.  What about the safe and dependable
water supply that I mentioned above?

We shouldn’t have to wonder about our water — or
about our food, heat and power.  Other things, too,
such as reasonable medical-coverage, a decent sewer
system, freedom from abuse and bullying for our
kids at school — these are rights we enjoy in this bar-
gain called being an American.  These are rights we
have a duty to safeguard.

The 2002 Legislative Session will address these very
rights and responsibilities.  Still further, we will cer-
tainly work at strengthening our ability to respond
to public-health and other emergencies.

Looking at our transportation challenge, it be-
comes pretty clear pretty quickly that we’d better
answer this question: “What will it take to fix the
speed bump that Interstate 5 and a lot of our other
roads and highways have become?”

The fact is, a combination state and regional approach
is needed to meet Washington’s transportation chal-
lenge.  We need a plan that incorporates the statewide
perspective of the Legislature with on-the-scene
thinking of local communities and their citizens.  The
Legislature must develop a plan — a coordinated
transportation solution — that unites the corners of
our state.  Washington’s regions themselves then
must make the call on local spending decisions.

We must do a better job moving people and prod-
ucts if we expect to keep our quality of life for
families and our competitive edge for businesses.

As we work toward meeting this duty, it’s equally
important to remember regional differences be-
tween, for instance, what’s going on in our own
Southwest Washington communities and what the
people want and need in King County — or over in
the Tri-Cities, or Spokane, or wherever.

A solid new transportation plan must support fami-
lies and businesses — and that certainly better include
support for economic development in Southwest
Washington.  The plan must better reflect the fact that
economic gridlock is as big a threat to the survival of
businesses as traffic gridlock is to the patience of mo-
torists.  And we’ve got to put a lot of emphasis on
freight mobility — on the ability of businesses and
farmers to get their goods and products to our South-
west Washington ports and other destinations.

Secure community:
We have a right to feel safe
in our homes and on our streets

Dependable mobility:
Efficiency and reliability should be
the cornerstone of our state’s policy


